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News release 

 

BlueOrchard reports continued strong performance and outreach in 2020  
 

 BlueOrchard increased its outreach, now providing access to financial and related services to 
more than 215 million poor and vulnerable people (as of December 2020). 

 Amid and despite the Covid-19 pandemic, BlueOrchard’s investment portfolios have shown 
strong resilience. 

 BlueOrchard responded to the pandemic by launching the ‘BlueOrchard Covid-19 Emerging 
and Frontier Markets MSME Support Fund’ to support 200 million jobs. 

 To address the infrastructure gap in emerging and frontier markets, BlueOrchard launched the 
‘BlueOrchard Sustainable Assets Fund’ to invest in sustainable infrastructure assets. 

 The BlueOrchard UCITS Emerging Markets SGD Impact Bond Fund, a liquid UCITS impact 
investing strategy, reached USD 500 million AuM.  

 In 2021 BlueOrchard celebrates its 20th anniversary, continuing to advance the conscious use 
of capital and meet investors’ demand for innovative and truly impactful strategies. 

 
Zurich, 12 January 2021 – Building on the strong results reported in the first half of 2020, Swiss impact 
investment manager BlueOrchard Finance Ltd (“BlueOrchard”) continued to strengthen its position as 
the leading impact investment manager, delivering strong social and financial performance across all 
its investment strategies. 
 
The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic threatens to undo decades of progress made toward reducing 
poverty and inequality globally. In 2020, BlueOrchard focused its efforts to ensure that developing 
countries are not left behind. To support micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in emerging and 
frontier markets, BlueOrchard launched the “BlueOrchard Covid-19 Emerging and Frontier Markets 
MSME Support Fund” which held its first closing at 160 million. The Fund is backed by prominent public 
and private investors including Schroders and leading global development finance institutions such as 
CDC, DFC, FSDA, KfW, JICA and SECO. 
 
To address the acute need for critical infrastructure projects in the developing world, BlueOrchard 
launched the BlueOrchard Sustainable Assets Fund (BOSAF). BOSAF will invest in sustainable 
infrastructure assets with clear and measurable impact targets that are aligned with the UN SDGs in the 
areas of renewable energy, energy infrastructure and efficiency, sustainable transport and data 
infrastructure. Schroders, the British global asset management company, committed USD 15 million 
seed funding to match senior capital at first closing. The Fund is managed by an experienced team with a 
long track record in sustainable infrastructure investing. 
 
Since its launch in 2018, the BlueOrchard Emerging Markets SDG Impact Bond Fund (“IBF”) has seen 
strong growth, reaching USD 500 million as of December 2020. IBF offers investors unique access to a 
portfolio of impact bonds. The investment strategy builds on BlueOrchard’s local presence and 
longstanding expertise in emerging and frontier market investing. BlueOrchard has been continuously 
strengthening its investment teams to further increase access to investment opportunities in emerging 
and frontier markets. 
 
BlueOrchard closed the InsuResilience Investment Fund (IIF) at USD 230 million. To date, the Fund 
helped to protect 25 million people in economically vulnerable communities to mitigate the effects of 
climate change, with the goal to reach between 90 and 145 million beneficiaries by 2025. IIF consists of 
a Private Debt and a Private Equity-Sub fund and is a prime example of a successful ‘blended finance’ 
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strategy, attracting investments from reputable investors in both the public and private sectors 
including the Soros Economic Development Fund, Bank of America, the European Investment Bank and 
the US International Development Finance Corporation.  
 
Outlook 
In 2021 BlueOrchard celebrates its 20th anniversary. For 20 years, BlueOrchard’s mission has been to 
generate lasting positive impact for communities and the environment, while providing attractive 
returns to investors. The impact on people experiencing poverty and vulnerability during the Covid-19 
pandemic has shown the importance of this mission and the need for pioneering impact investors like 
BlueOrchard to lead the way. In 2021, BlueOrchard will continue to advance the conscious use of capital 
and meet investors’ demand for innovative and truly impactful strategies by launching new investment 
solutions. The firm will continue to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic through the provision of liquidity 
and building resilience of financial institutions in emerging and frontier markets. BlueOrchard will 
continue to close the funding gap for green infrastructure projects, and contribute to the achievement 
of the UN SDGs by investing in social, impact and green bonds. 
 
Peter Fanconi, Chairman of the Board at BlueOrchard, said: “We firmly believe that the private sector 
has both the responsibility and the strength to make a positive impact in this world. BlueOrchard’s 20-
year success story is in itself evidence. We look forward to the next 20 years during which we aim at 
increasing our impact together with our partners globally.” 
 
Philipp Müller, Chief Executive Officer at BlueOrchard, said: “In 2020 we have shown how resilient we 
are as a business and as a team. Building on our long tradition of staying close to investors, investees, 
and partners, we have been able to launch pioneering initiatives amid the Covid-19 pandemic and 
generate returns with real impact. We are confident that 2021 will bring many opportunities and allow 
us to continue our mission to include the excluded. We thank our investors for their continued support 
and trust in BlueOrchard.” 
 
Maria Teresa Zappia, Chief Impact & Blended Finance Officer and Deputy CEO at BlueOrchard said: “The 
consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic have exacerbated some of the most pressing global social and 
environmental challenges. In this context, delivering and reporting meaningful impact is becoming 
rightly more and more a necessity for asset allocation. Leveraging our 20 year track record in impact 
management across asset classes and impact themes, we will continue to share our expertise, 
contributing to more transparency and knowledge sharing.” 
 

- ends - 

 

About BlueOrchard Finance Ltd 

BlueOrchard is a leading global impact investment manager and a member of the Schroders group. The firm is dedicated to generate 
lasting positive impact for communities and the environment, while providing attractive returns to investors. BlueOrchard was founded 
in 2001, by initiative of the UN, as the world’s first commercial manager of microfinance debt investments. The firm has built a d istinct 
track record in offering premium impact investment solutions, including credit, private equity, and sustainable infrastructure. Being an 

expert in innovative blended finance mandates, the firm is a trusted partner of leading global development finance institutions. 
BlueOrchard has invested to date more than USD 8bn for sophisticated global private and public clients, enabling tangible social and 
environmental impact. For additional information, please visit: www.blueorchard.com. 

 
For further information, please contact:  
Tahmina Theis 
+41 22 596 47 69 
tahmina.theis@blueorchard.com    

http://www.blueorchard.com/
mailto:kathryn.sutton@blueorchard.com
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www.blueorchard.com 
 
Follow us on  
 

Disclaimer:  

The information in this document was produced by BlueOrchard Finance Ltd (“BOF”) to the best of its present knowledge and belief. However, all 
data and financial information provided is on an unaudited and “as is” basis. The opinions expressed in this docu ment are those of BOF and its 
employees and are subject to change at any time without notice. BOF provides no guarantee with regard to the accuracy and com pleteness of 
the content in this document and BOF does not under any circumstance, accept liability for any losses or damages which may arise from making 
use of, or relying upon any information, content or opinion provided by BOF in this document. This document may contain references or links to 
other documents and websites and BOF has not reviewed such other documents and websites and is not responsible in any way in relation to the 
content of such documents and websites.    

The information in this document is the sole property of BOF unless otherwise noted, and may not be reproduced in full or in part without the 
express prior written consent of BOF.  

All investments involve risk. We note specifically that past performance is not an indication of future results. Emerging markets impact 
investments involve a unique and substantial level of risk that is critical to understand before engaging in any prospective relationship with BOF 
and its various managed funds. Investments in emerging markets, particularly those involving foreign currencies, may present significant 
additional risk and in all cases the risks implicated in this disclaimer include the risk of loss of invested capital. 

The materials provided in this document are for informational purposes only and nothing in this document can be construed as constituting any 
offer to purchase any product, or a recommendation/solicitation or other inducement to buy or sell any financial instrument of any kind and 
shall not under any circumstances be construed as absolving any reader of this document of his/her responsibility for making an independent 
evaluation of the risks and potential rewards of any financial transaction. We note in particular that none of the investment products referred to 
in this document constitute securities registered under the Securities Act of 1933 (of the United States of America) and BOF and its 
managed/advised funds are materially limited in their capacity to sell any financial products of any kind in the United States. No investment 
product referenced in this document may be publicly offered for sale in the United States and nothing in this document shall be construed under 
any circumstances as a solicitation of a US Person (as defined in applicable law/regulation) to purchase any BOF investment product. 

The information provided in this document is intended for review and receipt only by those persons who are qualified (in accordance with 
applicable legal/regulatory definitions) in their respective place of residence and/or business to view it, and the information is not intended 
under any circumstances to be provided to any person who is not legally eligible to receive it. Any recipient of information from this document 
who wishes to engage with BOF in furtherance of any transaction or any relationship whatsoever must consult his/her own tax, legal and 
investment professionals to determine whether such relationship and/or transaction is suitable.   

By no means is the information provided in this document aimed at persons who are residents of any country where the product mentioned 
herein is not registered or approved for sale or marketing or in which dissemination of such information is not permitted. 

BOF disclaims all liability for any direct or indirect damages and/or costs that may arise from the use of (whether such use is proper or 
improper), or access to, this document (or the inability to access this document). 

The use of UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) icons is for purely informational purposes in providing context for the impact proposition of 
the investments contemplated by the Fund. The use of SDG icons and/or any reference to the SDGs is non-promotional and in no way is intended 
to reflect endorsement of the Fund by the United Nations nor affiliation with BlueOrchard Finance,  the Schroders Group or any of its 
subsidiaries. 

Copyright © 2021, BlueOrchard Finance Ltd. All rights reserved. 

http://www.blueorchard.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BlueOrchardFinanceLtd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/blueorchard-finance-ltd/
https://twitter.com/BlueOrchardLtd
https://www.instagram.com/blueorchard.finance.ltd/

